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Upon all the several calls from 

stakeholders including  CSOs and the 

entire citizenry for the release of the parked 

ambulances which have been procured 

with tax payers monies, many well-

meaning Ghanaians have considered it as 

gross negligence by government towards 

the welfare of the very citizens they are 

supposed to serve. Ghanaians were filled 

with joy upon hearing the news on the 

scheduled commissioning and subsequent 

distribution of the ambulances procured by 

the government on the 6th of January 2020, 

despite the unworthiness of the 

“commissioning schedule”.    

Nonetheless, here we are in 2020 with the 

NAS, MOH and other Ministries still 

requesting for further delay of the 

processes as a result of unseen orders from 

the Presidency. Thus, requesting that the 

ambulances should still be kept in the state 

house and wasting away while the 

citizenry perish for its lack. Before this 

scheduled day, government delayed the 

distribution of the ambulances under the 

excuse of receiving the ambulances in 

batches and to avoid criticisms about 

favoritism. Meanwhile, the death toll from 

casualties resulting from these delays keep 

increasing and multiplying by the day very 

disparaging occurrence.   The Ministry of 

Special Development Initiative further 

alluded to the delays as resulting from:   

1. Fitting them with trackers   

2. Training Paramedics on the efficient use 

of the vehicles.   

3. Setting up the receiving points.   

   

Amidst these unworthy excuses, ACH-

PRA seeks answers to the following;   

1. Is the government of the day 

setting up a new emergency system 

(as if none ever existed)?   

2. Are there any serious issues 

regarding the set-up framework or 

is the emergency system no longer 

an orderly system as we knew it?   

3. How long should the vulnerable 

keep wait while government plays 

politics with a simple distribution 

of a basic necessary amenity for 

healthcare?   

4. Are ambulances no longer of merit 

and vital to be prioritized above 

politics?   

5. How do we procure ambulances 

without setting up service centers? 

(Especially when there is a plan for 

their distribution).   

6. What nature of vehicle labeling is 

taking over a month?   

7. Which paramedics have been 

trained (as we are told by 

government personalities on 
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several platforms) and which ones 

are yet to be trained?   

Nonetheless, how are these reasons 

unforeseen?   

Should ACH-PRA excuse government’s 

position that, one of the unforeseen 

circumstances to the further delay of the 

already overly delayed ambulances is the 

installation of tracking devices? This is 

because, ACH-PRA recalls the president 

speaking on the 24th November, 2019 at 

the 3rd Chamber Business Awards for 2018 

and notifying the nation that, “we are 

making sure that we have an ambulance 

management system to manage these 

ambulances. So, every ambulance is going 

to be uniquely tracked, fitted with tablets 

and with all the digital address systems. By 

next month, when you dial the 112 number, 

the police, ambulance or fire service will 

know exactly the digital address from 

which that call is coming”. However, we 

are still confronted with same tracking and 

fitting issues as unforeseen circumstance to 

the further delay to our very own 

properties.   

ACH-PRA is very dismay to learn that the 

government through the presidency is 

exhibiting this high level of incapacity to 

planning on how to operationalize a simple 

procurement and distribution of 

ambulances for the state. That is to say, a 

well-planned process devoid of partisan 

politics would have ensured that the 

ambulances were timely procured, 

distributed and put to use even before 

December 2019 (giving the need that 

prompted the procurement).   

Meanwhile, in our earlier submission 

captioned “the presidential oath and the 

parked ambulance” we did advice that the 

ambulances should be:   

- Equipped with mapping 

technologies to help find patients 

who are their prime 

responsibilities.   

- We also sort to admonish the 

presidency to show some empathy 

as required by any good leader that 

the ambulances should be 

equipped with expertise and 

experience ambulance staff in 

emergency intervention.   

- We also advocated for a bed 

management scheme that will 

ensure that patients are not sent to 

hospitals without ready beds to 

avoid the “No Bed” hustles.   

ACH-PRA would also want to know; why 

did the president give a date when all was 

not set for the distribution? Was our 

president misled by the various 

“competent” ministries that are to ensure 

the procurement and distribution?   

Also, it appears the National Ambulance 

Service management have been completely 

sidelined in the process. Or are they 

suddenly waking up to suggest things that 

should have been put in place even before 

the arrival of the final batch of ambulances 

or a week after their arrival?   

In addition, we were told by the Minister of 

Special Development and the Health 

Minister several weeks ago, that the delay 
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was due to training of the crews. However, 

the letter from NAS addressed to the 

president and dated 31st December, 2019 

revealed training is yet to begin.   

Trust is critical in leadership because we 

don't even know who is sincere with us.    

Are we creating service centers for 275 plus 

constituencies? And wouldn’t that be a 

disservice to the nation? ACH-PRA thinks 

it’s all about locating existing qualified 

mechanics and having an agreement with 

them.    

Now, who is saying the truth? Should we 

trust the CEO of the NAS on the date 

suggested for the release and distribution if 

that of the president was a hoax?   

In conclusion, the inconsistencies on the 

release of the procured ambulances is not a 

good sign of any coordinated government. 

We therefore suggest that the various 

stakeholders involved should do the 

needful; thus, work around the clock in 

consideration of the plight of Ghanaians 

knowing those lifesaving vehicles were 

purchased with the tax payers money and 

should not be left parked when lives are 

been lost daily  because of lack 

ambulances.   please let's distribute the 

ambulances now. 

 


